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an El Dorado. Prospecting engaged the energies of many colonists in every generation, but most of those who thus spent their years at it got nothing but a princely dividend of chagrin.
Mention should also be made of the brewing industry which Talon set upon its feet during his brief intendancy but which, like all the rest of his schemes, did not long survive his departure.    In establishing a brewery at Quebec the paternal intendant had two ends in mind: first, to reduce the large consumption of eau-de-vie by providing a cheaper   and   more   wholesome   substitute;   and second, to furnish the farmers of the colony with a profitable home market for their grain.    In 167] Talon reported to the French authorities that the Quebec brewery was capable of turning out foui thousand hogsheads of beer per annum, and thus of creating a demand for many thousand bushel* of malt.    Hops were also needed and were expensive when brought from France, so that the peo pie  were encouraged to grow hop-vines  in th< colony.    But even with grain and hops at hand the brewing industry did not thrive, and befor< many years Talon's enterprise closed its doors The building was finally remodeled and becam< the headquarters of the later intendants.